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CHAPTER I 
FISHING !§, FOREMOST INTEREST OF EXPLORERS 
One or the primary objects of this study is to indicate 
the distinct role played by the fishermen in the exploration, 
settlement, and foreign relations or Massachusetts during the 
period 1620-1660. In recent years, the idea has been circu-
lated that America was explored by royal expeditions and lord 
high admirals under the flags of Spain or_England, France or 
Portugal. The attention given by the great to the humble 
occupation and daring energy or the craft of fishermen who 
sailed in the most dangerous parts of the stormy ocean in 
pursuit of the products or the sea, was very small. From the :J 
ll 
ii historical papers in public archives and the printed records or il 
'• 
early voyagers, we may follow the activities of these vessels. il 
There are substantial grounds for believing that ttthe shores-
men" and "the skippers" were on these shores before the 
1 
admirals. 
The voyages to America during the sixteenth century were 
largely tor purposes of exploration as stated in the records 
of these voyages which have been preserved. The purpose, in 
several instances, was to discover a westerly and shorter 
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1. Woodbury, Charles Levi: The Relation of the Fisheries ii 
- -- il to the Discovery and Settlement of North America, p. 3 1, 
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11 . passage to the Indies than the one traversed. The four great 
~~· maritime nations of Europe--England, France, Spain and 
IJ Portugal--vied with the other for commercial ascendancy. The 
l
j ·fisheries, the riches of the sea, was one of the most vital 
products sought. Instances multiply with research which show 
IJ that much of what has been preserved and printed in our 
ill. histories regarding the voyages of the sixteenth century to 
America was first prompted by information obtained from re-
turned fishermen. The waters of what came to be Nova Scotia 
!I 
H 
II 
11 
and New England were visited for more than 
ves~els from all these European nations in 
before settlement was attempted. 
a century by jl 
the fishing interestij 
At the beginning of the seventeenth century the English 
opinion, often expressed, was decidedly that the best fishing 
ground existed off of the New England coast. All people who 
returned from these northern shores to the old countries 
spread the report that the seas were full of fish. It is a 
notable fact that the cod-fishery had become a subject of 
deep, extensive and uninterrupted concern from the period im-
mediately subsequent to the discovery of this continent in 
1492. As soon as it was known in England that Cabot found 
I these northern waters to be the resorts of innumerable fish, 
. I 
especially of cod-fish, the adventurous traders and mariners 
of England and France were active in their prosecution of 
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fishing voyages to this continent. 1 
As early as 1615, it was reported that more than four 
hundred French and Portugese vessels were sent annually to the 
Grand Banks of Newfoundland. Two years later, a report was 
made at Paris Which declared that the American fisheries were 
worth 1,000,00.0 d'or yearly to France. 2 Such high-sounding 
reports stirred the minds and hearts of adventurous men to 
chance the unknown shores of the New World. 
! 
I 
I 
tl l; 
II 
The first direct voyage across the Atlantic to New England Jl 
which really commenced the fisheries on these shores was made 
I by Bartholomew Gosnold, in March 1602. He gave to Cape Cod its I 
present name on account of the multitude of fish that he took l1 
near it. He continued southward and built a storehouse and 
fort on Elizabeth Island, intending to establish a permanent 
settlement there. When the time came for his ship to return, 
the intended colonists to a man embarked aboard the vessel and 
returned with Gosnold to England. Most favorable reports of 
the new country were spread by Gosnold. After his first visit 
to Cape Cod he wrote, "We saw sculls of herring, mackerel and 
other small fish in great abundance." His chronicler, 
Brereton, wrote in his account of that memorable voyage, "the 
1. 
2. 
Freeman, Frederick: 
Elkins, L. Whitney: 
History of Cape Cod, p. 95 
Coasta ~ine, p:-39 
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sculls of fish we daily saw as we went and came from the shore 'I i! 
were wonderful. nl 1/ 
The capital necessary for adventure was supplied in great I 
measure by merchants of Dorchester and London. Interest in 
such enterprises influenced several merchants of Bristol to 
send Martin Pring to the shore of New England in 1603. Pring 
reached the coast of Maine near Penobscot Bay. In exploring 
the waters of Maine, he found excellent fishing and good moor-
ing. He discovered and named Fox Island from several silver-
gray foxes that he saw there, and coasted as far south as 
Martha's Vineyard. He entered Plymouth Harbor where he re-
mained six weeks, exploring the region, becoming acquainted 
with the natives, gathering cargoes of sassafras and even 
I 
' 
I 
planting seeds. to test the soil. After loading his two vessels',/ 
at St. John • s Harbor, which he named, he sailed for England. i
1 
In 1605, George Weymouth, under the patronage of several 
Englishmen ~f rank,,oame to the Maine coast in the vicinity 
of Penobscot Bay. Weymouth, like Gosnold and Pring, considered 
the fishing prospects of the coast of Maine of immeasurable 
value. James Rosier, "a gentleman employed in the voyage" 
wrote an account of his adventures which he published in 
England the following year. He relates that "as they were 
setting sail for England they caught very large fish, so that 
I 
I! 
Brereton, John: Briefe and True Relatlon of the 
of ~ North Part of "ffigTriia in l602, P: ~ 
I 
II Disooverie~j 
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. 
there was good ground to warrant in a short voyage, with good 
· fishers, to make a more profitable return from henae than from 
I 
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Newfoundland; the fish being so muah greater, better fed, and 
1 
more to the same purpose." 
The next voyage that claims our attention is that of 
John Smith who aame to Maine in 1614. Within twenty leagues 
of Monhegan he caught 47,000 fish. He further explored the 
coast from Penobscot to Cape Cod. Special reference was made 
to the wealth of fish on the coast of Ma1ne. 2 John Smith 
pointed out that the way to improve aodfishing was to plant a 
base colony here in New England, and the way to colonize New 
England was through the aod. His favorite epigram was, 
"Nothing is here to be had whiah fishing doth hinder, but 
further us to obtain." 3 This wa_s. .. a su.acessful prophecy. 
Pring, Weymouth, and John Smith, by reiterating their de-
i sariptions arrested the attention of the publia. !I Such reports 
ij 
t q 
II 
I 
I 
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II 
advertised the resouraea of Massachusetts and stimulated gentleJ 
men adventurers and men of aapital to invest in commercial 
ventures to the coast. 
The narrative of Weymouth's voyage attracted the notiae 
of Sir John Popham, ahief Justiae of England. Popham, with his 
1. 
2. 
3. 
Rosier, James: A True Relation of the Voyage of Captain 
GeorP,e Waymouth -;-!605, p. 341- - -
Smith, Captain John: A Desaription of New England, p. 92 
Morison, Samuel Eliot:- Builders of ~e Bay Oolony, p. 25 
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,, brother George, Sir Ferdinanda Gorges and other men of in-
I· fluence, became interested in a project to found a colony near :/ 
I 
the fishing grounds of New England. In 1607, a vessel was 
sent out from England which reached the mouth of the Kennebec 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I river in August. At a place called St. George the colonists , 
t: built cabins, a storehouse and some slight fortifications. I 
r 1 
jl Under the command of their president, George Popham, forty-fivejj 
'1' emi"'rants were left on the shore that winter. In the followingii 
II 11!1 !I j; 
1 year a ship returned to announce the death of the chief jus- I i! 
,I 
1' 
tice; the colonists became disheartened at the prospects of 
1 
the! 
enterprise, and the settlement was abandoned. 
This attempt to establish a colony on the coast of Maine 
sprang from a desire on the part of English merchants to have 
a permanent base in New England for the better prosecution of 
the shore fisheries. 
In 1611, English traders and fishermen appeared on the 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I' 
I 
I 
p ~~ coast of Maine with a strong force. 
II 
1: 
There were scattered 
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1: 
settlers in the region of Pemaquid, and doubtless the fur 
I 
II 
II 
II He touched the coast near the Penobscot river, I 
il 
j 
dealers had agents in this region who lived there the year 
round. 
Three years later, Captain John Smith visited the New 
England coast. 
explored the bays and harbors, visited Cape Ann, Cape Cod, 
Relation of a Voyage to the Sagadahoc: (Author Unkown) I 
loc. cit. p. 400 
==== 
Massachusetts Bay, entered St. John's Harbor and changed its 
name to Plymouth, and gave to this whole region the name of 
New England. 
In 1616, Captain Smith had printed in London, "A Descrip-
tion ot New England" which was "writ with his own hand." Maps 
of this region were distributed throughout the western coun-
tries of England. In this account of his voyage, Smith pays 
considerable attention to the condition of the fisheries, 
entering.into elaborate details. He tells of their successful 
catch of forty-seven thousand fish in the vicinity of Monhegan 
Island, although their intentions had been to take whales and 
make trials of a mine of gold and copper. But the whale-fish-
ery was a costly conclusion: "We saw many and spent much time 
in chasing them but could not kill any; they being a kind of 
jubartes and not the whale that yields fins and oil as we 
1 
expected." They were also disappointed in the mines. Fish 
it 
ii [! 
[i 
,I 
and furs were their refuge. The better quality of the fish of I' !i I· 
It this catch were sold in England for "five pounds the hundredth, 
1
. 
1: 
the rest by ill usage betwixt three pounds and fifty shillings"~ 
• I' 
,: 
Another ship stayed on the coast to fit herself with dry fish, j; 
,, 
which later sold at a good price in Spain. Captain Smith 
states that Spain made the prediction that the fisheries of 
New England would prove a greater treasure than the gold and 
l
i silver mines of the king of Spain. His reference to the 
11 
1. Smith, John: Description of New England, p. 95 
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eight hundred sail of vessels were freighted with fish from 
1 
that place. 
The result of all these voyages and explorations, espeo-
I 
ially of those made since the opening of the seventeenth 
II century, was directly influential in developing the English 
!I fisheries in Massachusetts and in shaping and stimulating 
I 
I 
I 
permanent colonization. Sir Ferdinando Gorges manifested 
1 
exceptional interest in American colonization. It may be 
11 admitted that his purposes were entirely personal and that he 
I aimed solely to acquire wealth; but, still, whatever were his 
I , 
j motives, the voyage of Challon, in 1605; the enterprise of the 
I 
i Pophams and the Gilberts to the Kennebec the following year, in 
''which he had an interest; the voyages for fishing and trade of 
I 
Richard Vines, his agent, steadily pursued for years in a ship 
purchased with his own money; the adventures of Dermer on the 
island of Monhegan, under his auspices in 1619; the aid he 
offered to Sir William Alexander in 1621, to procure the patent 
for Nova Scotia; the grant obtained by John Mason and himself 
11 to the country between the Merrimac and Kennebec rivers in 1622; 
11 and the subsequent grant in his own individual right of the 
li 
II 
il 
,I 
territory between the Pisoataqua and Kennebec--were all bene-
2 
tioial to Bew England and hastened its settlement. 
II 
,J 1. Smith, John: Description of New England, p. 95 
1
[1 2. HacFarlane, Raymond: A History of the New Envland 
; Fisheries, p. 34 - -- --- --- ' 
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CHAPTER II 
ENGLISH POLICY IN REGARD TO MASSACHUSETTS' FISHERIES 
J j From the standpoint of mercantilism no industry was of 
greater importance to England than the fishing industry. 
Europe provided a ready market for the tremendous quantity of 
fish caught here. Fish was especially suited to the require-
menta of overseas trade during the colonial period. It was 
/1 small in bulk; it always found a ready market in those coun-
J tries that adhered to the Roman Catholic Church. It was the 
i I basis of exchange with Europe. 
J The English government's attitude towards the Massachu- · 
II setts fishing industry might be expected, therefore, to be one I 
1 of encouragement through a carefully planned and judiciously I 
i 
applied policy. Such was not the case. Governmental action 
was motivated not by political or economic theories, but by 
the demands of groups who had interests in the fisheries and 
desired certain measures that would promote those interests. 
I 
II 
I England's policy toward the fisheries was calculated to 1 
solve immediate problems, rather than to utilize the fisheries I 
for the strengthening of England or to develop the countries 
off Whose shores lay the fisheries. 1 
1. Judah, C. B. Jr: English Colonial Policy and the North 
American Fishing Industry, 1498-1713, p. 2 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
l 
! 
I 
Far-sighted Englishmen realized that the development of 
this industry in Maine and Massachusetts would mean a more 
favorable balance of trade for England. These fisheries were 
expected to supplement the economic activities of the northern 
country. When colonization was commenced here, great benefits 
were anticipated from the forests of this region and from its 
rich fisheries. Incontrovertible Disappointment followed. 
I evidence points to the fact that the English government was 
I 
I 
I 
J 
" il 
!I 
I 
I 
following no definite policy in regard to the Maine and 
Massachusetts fisheries. The English government was bowing to 
circumstance in the form of vested interests. 
The Newfoundland fisheries had been discovered in the 
early years of the sixteenth century, before business was 
modernized sufficiently to demand monopolies, or keen enough 
to see the possibilities in the fisheries. Consequently, the 
small merchants of Devon and the captains of a single fishing 
vessel were left undisturbed to ply their trade in the new 
waters. Unmolested for over a century, the Newfoundland fish-
ll ing became the greatest industry of West England. Therefore, 
,, 
!/ the government, when granting charters to companies interested 
II in Newfoundland, was careful to protect the fisheries. 
'I 
II In New England, it was different. The fisheries there 
il 
1 were discovered one hundred years later. By this time the 
Commercial Revolution had effected a change in business methods. 
There was a tendency to form companies rather than to compete 
I individually; it was the era of monopolies. As a result, the 
I jLondon interests, from the beginning, competed on an even basis 
I with the West, and with money and influence supporting them, 
were able to gain a monopoly. That this was never effective 
was due partly to the fact that London capitalists and poli-
ticians quarreled among themselves, and partly to the opposition:~ 
from the West. The quarrel over fishing rights contributed in 
a fair measure to the unfavorable attitude of the Privy Council 
1· 
towards Sandys. 
New England was now forced to en«aie in the fisheries with-
out outside assistance. We read in the early accounts that the 
I colonists believed that God alone was the guardian of New 
England. They trusted him to carry them through the many 
I difficulties 2 which attended their struggle. 
I 
I 
11. 
I I z. 
i 
Craven, Wesley Frank: Dissolution of the Virginia 
Company, p. 294 
~ Brief Review of the ~ ~ Progress, Service and 
Sufferings £! New England, Especially the Province 
of Massachusetts Bay. 
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CHAPTER III 
~ MONOPOLY £! FISHING - 1620 
Section l - Controversy 
,j During the reign of James I, the policy regarding the 
II 
I 
North American fisheries became a grave problem. · It was in 
1 regard to Massachusetts that the bitterest fight was waged. 
tj 
11 These fisheries had been discovered during the first decade of j ~ the century. Their exploitation from the beginning was carried /I 
:
1 
on by chartered companies rather than by individuals. A leader :.1 
I, 
ilin this movement was Captain John Smith, who organized several 
Jl expedi tiona to the fishing grounds. 
r 
1
! Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who was on close terms with King 
Iii James I, of England, assisted in the creation of a gigantic 
I 
i 
; monopoly. Gorges received a charter--the patent of the Coun-
1
!!. oil for New England--which granted to them the territory lying 
!I 
i! between the parallels of 40° and 48°, with a monopoly of the 
!/ 
!1 fishing industry in the waters adjacent to the main land. In 
il )/ this patent, the words "seas adjoining" are used in connection 
!i 
!I with the privileges granted, and "seas waters" in connection 
li 
II with fishings. This was the first serious attempt to gain a 
II 
/i monopoly of the fisheries off the shores of New England. j 
Ji The Southern or Virginia Colony was the first to protest !1 
ji ll 
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against such a denial of the rights o~ free fishing on the 
seas. Early in~ormation concerning the privileges for which 
Gorges and his associates asked seems to have reached the 
members of the Virginia Company. Sir Edwin Sandys, treasurer 
o~ this company, called a meeting on March 15, 1620. He 
called the attention of the members of the company to the 
purpose of the Northern Company. Each member realized that 
such an act would exclude him from the rich New England fish-
eries. A committee was appointed to appear before the Privy 
Council on the following day, and protest against this attempt 
to overthrow the right of free fishing on the New England 
coast. 
As a result of this conference, the matter at issue was 
referred to two members of the Council, namely, the Duke of 
These men Were interested ini Lennox, and the Earl o~ Arundel!. 
the re-incorporation of the Plymouth Company. In their report,! 
they suggested and recommended a modification of the charter, 
so that each company should have the right to fish within the 
limits of the other, with the provision that "such fishing 
should be for the sustenation of the people of the colonies 
there." This was not acceptable to either company, and when 
the matter again came before the Privy Council, (July 21, 1620) 
its members confirmed the recommendation of March 16, 1620. 
The warrant far the preparation of a patent for the Northern 
company was granted on July 23, 1620 by the king, (James I), 
and the issue of the great patent of New England followed on 
November 3, 1620. 
This attack upon free fishing not only called forth the 
protest of the Virginia colonists, but it aroused a feeling of 
intense indignation on the part of the merchants and fisher-
men connected with the fishing interests of the western 
countries of Europe. With united voice they chanted the slogan II 
"Fishing is Free." I 
If we note what havoc this monopoly would create among I 
fishermen, we can readily understand their stubborn opposition.! 
I The monopoly thus created meant to each English fishing vessel 1 
I 
on the New England coast a charge of about eighty-three c.ents I 
a ton, which was a demand of one hundred dollars or more for I 
I 
each vessel. Moreover, the right to take wood for the erection 1 
of stages and other uses was denied, a matter of importance to 
all fishing vessels, making their way hither. 1 
The House of Commons became the field upon which was to 
be fought the battle in behalf of the immemorial right to free 
fishing upon the seas. Wrangling in the House of Commons 
I continued for four years, 1620-1624, but the voice of the 
1
1 people was finally heard. 
II 
! 
i 
i 
Section l! - Effects ~ ~ Controversy 
The efforts of the advocates of free fishing were not 
II 
l 
1 1. Burrage, H. S.: Beginniw;s of Colonial Maine, p. 153 
~~1------ =-·=~~~· 
II 
il 
·I I• ,. 
1 
I 
jl 
rl 
i 
c··-·-.--,·c.c ~c·c~~-~-.- . -·-~c.c . .-·-.-·-_-_.. __ • ·--· ·· -··--···•···- ·· .·-·· .-···---~ .. ,._,_.._.._. --.-~_.,-_., _ _.-,~.-1·~-·--
without valuable results. The Company found it impossible to 
withstand public sentiment on one side of the sea, and the 
stubborn resistance of the bold and intrepid fishermen on 
the other side. They were denied monopolistic fishing rights 
and they continued to exist thereafter only by making grants 
of land in the New World. 
ascended the throne before the House of Commons passed a bill 
concerning the maintenance and increase of shipping and navi-
gation, and for the liberty of fishing on the coas~s of New-
foundland, Virginia, Maine and Massachusetts. .Although the 
Bill was lost in the House of Lords, the Commons prosecuted 
the matter still further by presenting to the king a repre-
! 
sentation of grievances in Which they insisted that the re- 1 
straint of the subject in the matter of fishing was of national/ 
concern and required redress. This remonstrance, known as J 
the "Petition of Rights", (1628), was one of the causes that 
led to the dissolution of Parliament and the beginning of that 
personal rule period of the Stuart Monarch, which led not only 
I 
!, 
ij 
I 
to the exodus of thousands of his subjects to the New World, 
/ but resulted ultimately in the untimely death of the king.1 
I 
I' I 1. Ibid, p. 156 
'i I· 
!I 
ll 
L. 
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FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO DECLINE 'OF FISHING- INDUSTRY. 
There was a great depression in the fishing industry in 
this territory on account of the monopoly dispute. The number 
of English vessels on our coast diminished from four hundred to 
1 
one hundred fifty. 
These toilers of the sea spent their time while ashore 
in drinking and trading with the Indians. The colonists 
registered many bitter complaints against these men. It was 
claimed by the settlers that these Englishmen, while ashore, 
wantonly destroyed the forests and inJured the harbor facili-
ties by carelessly throwing ballast into them that blocked the 
1. Sabine, Lorenzo: Renort Qll the Princina.l Fisheries of 
the American Seas, p. 44 
personal ornaments, even guns and powder to exchange for the 
fish and particularly furs of the Indians. The profit of these 
voyages depended to a certain extent upon the Indian trade. 
The Indians caused so much trouble among the colonists that the 
sale of guns and ammunition to the Indians was prohibited in 
1637. The result of the proclamation making it mandatory for 
a license from the Council of New England to trade with the 
natives or fish in the surrounding waters resulted in the 
gradual destruction of New England fishing carried on from 
England as a base. 
In the early Colonial Massachusetts records, there is 
reference to the fact that the Indians were often ver,y drunk. 
, This condition, so prevalent among the Indiana was blamed on 
1 the traders who "regard solely their own profit." 
The problem of restraining the sale of arms and l~quor to 
the Indians gave colonial authorities much trouble. One would 
think that great care would have been taken to keep these 
things from the natives. The problem was complicated by the 
fact that if responsible traders were forbidden to sell fire-
arms and "firewater", the irregular traders, would still con-
tinue, while the licensed traders would lose business and 
profits. Thus, the enforcement of the law was difficult. 
Captain Francis West, the commissioner, sent over to restrain 
1. Records of the Governors and Colony of Uassachusetts, 
1628-1686, Vol. I, p. 52 
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interlopers, found that the fishermen were "stuberne 
1 fellows" and could not be effectively stopped. 
The following chapter includes a deeper survey of the 
early colonizing activities of the fishermen and the gradual 
I severance of the bonds uniting them to England. 
l 
Bradford, William: History of Plymouth, Vol. I, 
pp. 311-312 
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CHAPTER V 
THE FISHING INDUSTRY .AS A FACTOR OF COLONIZATION 
- -- ---....;;;.=;;;;,;;;;,...;;..;;;.;. 
Section I - Winter Fishin~ 
The discovery of the advantages of winter fishing off of 
!I 
II the New England coast was directly responsible for coloniza-
1 
tion here. We may Justly say that neither Pilgrims nor 
Puritans were the pioneers of American colonization. Neither 
1
:/ the axe, the plough nor the hoe led it to these shores; neither/ 
/ the command of royalty nor the devices of chartered companies. /, 
I 11 
It was the discovery of the winter fishery on its shores that .
1
11 
led New England to civilization. It fed alike the Churchmen 
and the strange emigrants Who came with the romance of faith 
in their hearts, and the "lex talionis" in their souls to 
persecute because they had been persecuted.1 
A realization of the factors dependent upon winter fish-
ing will enable one to understand its tremendous importance. 
The winter fishery placed on our coasts a class of permanent 
customers and gave to agriculture the possibility of flourish-
ing. The lumber trade marched in close union beside it. In 
these pursuits, they who tilled the land during the short 
1. Low, David W.: The Pioneer Industries of Essex County: 
Planting and Fishing, p. 46 
I 
f 
I 
summer could find profitable employment in the winter on the 
ocean or in the forests near their homes. 
demanded. 
The winter fishery profits were the nucleus for the 
settlements that began along the coasts of Maine and Massachu-
setts. 
Section II - Importance of Fishin~ !! Shown & Colonization 
of-yale of hoals 
---
Long before the landing of the Pilgrims, the Isle of 
Shoals was visited and described by the French and English 
navigators. It was the annual resort of fishermen from j 
Virginia and maritime Europe. j 
I The Isle of Shoals consists of seven barren rocks which 1 
I· 
I lie nine miles southerly from the Piscataqua harbor. Many I 
I years previous to the settlement of New England, the commodiousr 
ness of the Isle of Shoals for the prosecution of the fish-
aries attracted many adventurers. 
=====-~~----~--~~~---~-----~---------------------------------
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In 1623, the Isle of Shoals was a berth for six ships. 
The English fishermen drew around these shoals in increasingly 
great numbers every year. Not only were vast quantities of 
fish taken and cured by the fishermen of the Isle, but the 
harbors became the entrepot for the fish caught in other parts 
of the Gulf of Maine. 1 These cargoes of fish were thence ex-
ported to Lisbon, Bilboa, Rochelle and other cities of France. 
The records furnish a fairly complete picture of the 
early activities at the Isle of Shoals. It was an extremely 
active center. Ships constantly sailed out of the harbors to 
follow the large schools of excellent fish. Slowly the return-!/ 
ing ships glided to the wharf to unload their share of the [,. 
'
1,1 riches of the sea. The islands were not deserted while the 
'!II ma~ority of ships were at sea. It was the usual course of the 
I 
I The 
fishing in those days for about one-third of each crew to live 
ashore and attend the drying and curing of the catch. 
remainder of the crew, in their pinnace or shallop, cruised 
about the neighboring ocean in quest of mackerel or cod. 
The Islands en~oyed singular advantages for engaging in 
the fisheries. A more comprehensive study of these famous 
islands will be taken up in a later chapter. 
Section l!l - Colonization ~ Maine 
By 1620 it was an established fact that the best cod-
!J 1. Jenness, John Scribner: Isles of Shoals, p. 16 
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fishing grounds in the world were on the coasts of Maine and 
Massachusetts. A credulous public listened eagerly to tales 
of successful. fishing voyages made on the coast of Maine. 
Near the island of Monhegan, in 1619, over an area of a few 
leagues only, a single ship got a fare that yielded 2,100 
pounds in money.l The tales woven around the adventures that 
took place at Monhegan made this place famous in the Old World 
for its fisheries many years before the settlement of Plymouth 
and Massachusetts Bay. 
The first permanent settlement on the mainland was at 
Pemaquid in 1625. Fishermen fixed their abodes on the coast 
of the main-land between the Kennebec and Damariscotta in 
1626. Fishermen and hunters had settled at Cape Porpoise by 
1630. Settlements of a similar character were made near 
I
I ::::l:::n:b::: :::.:s:: ;::•:as::::: ::r::n::::::m::;•f::r:he 
purpose of engaging in the coast fisheries. 
1
/ A very interesting transaction took place which concerned 
1
j the sale of Monhegan Island. The supremacy of that region as 
1/ a fishing establishment was recognized. In 1626, two British 
/ merchants, Robert Aldsworth and Giles Elbridge bought Monhegan 1· 
I 
1 Island, "an important center for fishing and trading," for I 
1
:,11 2 ,,, fifty pounds from Gorges and Mason. 
I' I ill. Smith, John: Descri]1tion of !lew En~;;land, p. 9? j1 
~ Z. Pratt, Phinehas: A Declaration of the Affairs of the L English People, -that r.,ir8t Inhab"ited New Englancr;-p. 4 76 !i 
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In 1631, two merchants of Bristol, England, obtained a 
grant of land known as the "Pemaquid grant" which gave them 
the exclusive right to fish in their own waters. The grant 
included several thousand acres of main-land, the Damariscove 
Islands and all other islands within seven leagues of the 
shore, which included Monhegan. John Smith, in his "Descrip-
tion of New England" says that Monhegan "is a round, high 
Isle, and close by it (is) Manana betwixt which is a small 
harbor where we rid."1 This grant was wholly east of Gorges' 
claim, and therefore, within the claims maintained by the 
French at that period. This region was already an old fishing 
resort for English vessels. Trade flourished in the Gulf of 
Maine, and the best fishing stations like Monhegan, Damaris-
cove, and Pemaquid were full of stages. The little harbors 
were well occupied by boats. and on the shores were groups of 
rollicking fishermen. 2 From the Monhegan island, the transi-
tion to the main-land was easy; and from the concourse of 
vessels to this neighborhood in the fishing season, it might 
naturally be expected that settlements would be attempted at 
an early date. 3 Unfortunately there are only few records now 
remaining of the fisheries, and of the doings of the fisher-
men as early colonizers here. 
1. Smith, John: Description of New England, p. 97 
2. Jenney, Charles Francis: The Fortunate Isle of 
Uonhegan, p. 11 -- -
3. Sabine, Lorenzo: Report ~ the Fisheries, p. 104 
Richmond's Island, off Cape Elizabeth, was_ for a long time. 
I 
an important center for the ships engaged in the :fisheries. 1 
In 1627, Thomas Morton visited this island after a successful j 
I 
trip up the Kennebec. I 
Damarill' s Cove was a busy center for fisherman. Phineas ' 
Pratt, who arrived in the spring of 1622 describes the fisher- I 
men gathering around their Maypole at Damarill's Cove and l 
"making merry in a style that would have gladdened Old Herrick~. 
heart and woke his song could he have been there.n1 
John Josselyn's picture of Maine in the year 1674 is 
accurate and exceptionally interesting. He writes: "About 
eight or nine miles to the eastward of Cape Porpoise is Winter 
Harbor, a noted place for fishers; here they have many stages. 
At Richmond's Island are likewise stages for fishermen. Nine 
miles eastward of Black Point lyeth scatteringly the town of 
Casco, upon a large bay, stored with cattle, sheep, swine, 
abundance of marsh and available land, a corn-mill or two, 
with stages for fishermen ••••••••••• Further yet eastward is 
Sagadahoc where are many houses scattering, and all along 
stages for fishermen ••••••• From Sagadahoc to Nova Scotia is 
called the Duke of York's province; here Pemaquid, Martinicus, 
Monhegan, Capeanawhagen, where Captain Smith fished :for whale, 
Muscataquid, all filled with dwelling houses and stages for 
1 1. Pratt, Phinehas: A Declaration of the Affairs of tlle 
! Englisll People that First Inhabited New England, (tlassachusette Histo:dcal Society Collection, 4th Ser:it:s I Vo.Lume lV · ==~~ ~==-===~~=~-=- -----,=~·-o.·.~"---=-~- ~~-~-~=-~-~~=-cc--~--o.:-----~----------- - ... •·"c·- ,.,. .• ,-... · .. ·•-~=••cc.oc--
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fishermen." 1 
The fishermen's hamlets on the Kennebec became the capi- I 
tal of Maine. Portland, Casco, Brunswick and other towns all 
owe their origin in whole or in part to the activities of the ! 
I fishermen. On the coast, the fishermen led all other followers! 
i 
of pursuits. It was the fisheries that invited the exploration! 
I 
of the Penobscot, the Kennebec, and Pucitaqua rivers. The I 
I fishermen and fur traders sowed the first seeds of white civi- 1 
lization in New England, and Maine was their favorite region. 
I Section IV - Richmond'.!!. Island 1 
Richmond's Island was the main place for storage of goods I 
and for general traffic on this section of the New England 
coast. 
John Winter, in 1634, says that he made a trial of fish-
ing all year. He had a boat to sea whenever weather permitted. 
He concluded that the winter fishing was superior to summer 
fishing; and such a conclusion led to the settlement of 
Richmond's Island. The fisheries were so actively pursued that 
no extensive trading with the Indians was carried on, because 
I the 
I for 
best time for trading with the Indians was the best time 
fishing, so they chose the latter. 2 
1. Josselyn, John: An Account of Two Voyages to New England, 
~' p. 37 
2. Baxter, J.P.: The Trelawny Papers (DocUJnentary Historyof 
Maine), p. 19--
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~ This island, once the flourishing commercial outpost, 
J became deserted about 1645. Trelawny, the owner of the island, 
died in 1644. Winter, his agent, died the following year. The 
industry suffered from the loss of the shrewd owner and the 
energetic and capable agent.1 
.. 
Sectlon· yp- :Marblehead 
Activity in the fisheries continued in other places. In 
the fall of 1633, Isaac Allerton, a prominent citizen of 
Plymouth, set sail in the "White Angel" for Marblehead. There 
he helped to establish the first fishing station in the town. 
He had been lured there by the fascinating report that "sixteen 
, hundred bass were taken there in one draught, while the schools 
of mackerel were so numerous as to extort exclamations of 
i/ astonishment from all beholders." llr. Allerton was fishing 
t there with eight boats within a short time after his arrival. 
2 
Ill We find that a ship's loading of fish was cured there 
in 1632 or 1633.3 Matthew Craddock, a wealthy London merchant, 
~ built a house at Marblehead which was occupied by Allerton and 
II fishermen in his employ. Others, whose names have not been 
1
11 recorded had fishing stages at Marblehead in 1633. They sent 
their vessels and men there to catch and cure the fish, re-
! 
I 
I
ll 1. 
2. 
~ 
'-'• 
I! 
Ibid, p. 21 
Roads, S. Jr.: HiRtory ..Q1 Marblehead, p. 8 
Weeden, William: Social and Economic History of New 
England, Vol. I, p. 13~ -- ---
turning with their cargoes at the close of the season. 1 
Section VI - Colonization at Cape Ann 
In 1623, at the instigation of the Reverend John White, 
merchants and other gentlemen about Dorchester formed a com-
pany for the double purpose of promoting colonization and en-
gaging in the fisheries. The Puritan rector of Trinity Church 
in Dorchester, John White, was the chief promoter of the enter-
prise. These merchants conceived the idea that, when fishing 
was over, the spare men above those actually required to navi-
iate the vessel home again might be left behind in the region 
of the fishing grounds; when the ship should return, they would 
be there to assist in fishing as in the previous year, and in 
the meantime, be employed in constructing buildings and in 
planting corn for another year. With this purpose in mind, the 
Dorchester Company sent out, in the year of its organization, 
a small ship of fifty tons. It arrived late on the coast of 
Maine, and for that reason did not secure a full fare in those 
waters. Not being able to complete its loading at the usual 
fishing grounds on the coast of Maine, "the master thought good 
to pass into Massachusetts Bay, to try whether that would 
yield him any." Here, he succeeded. Having completed his 
cargo, he proceeded with the same to Spain where a bad market 
1. Sabine, Lorenzo: Principal Fisheries of ~ American ~, 
p. 77 
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i 
I' I caused a loss of six hundred pounds for the venture. Before 1 · 
f setting sail for Europe the vessel left fourteen of its spare I 
I men behind at C~pe Ann, in accordance with the instructions 
of the Company. 
It is difficult to estimate accurately what influence 
I 
1 this fact had on the colonization side of the company's pro-
JI ject, for history f'a.ils to give further details of how the 
J winter of 1623-1624 was passed on Cape Ann by this plantation 
I 
I of fishermen. The desolate experience of these fourteen fisherl 
I men shut off from the rest of the civilized world, om only be I 
I 
imagined. The only other persons of the English race then in 
New England besides the people of Plymouth were a few at 
Nantasket; the remnant of Gorges' plantation at Weymouth; the 
settlers at Piscataqua River and Saco, who began these places 
I 
11 the same year; a company at Monhegan, ;nd perhaps one or two 
1 other residents on the coast of Maine. It was a task of 
I exceptional difficulty, braver,y and perseverance to establish 
I -j English civilization on the Massachusetts shores. 
I Early in the following year (1624), the same ship, 
I 
I 
!I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
! 
i 
I 
I 
commanded by the same master and accompanied by another vessel 
of one hundred forty tons, came again to Cape Ann, and after J 
I 
I, an unsuccessful season's fishing, returned to England. When 1 
II I 
j1. Proctor Brotlw rs, ed: The Fisheries of Gloucester jll 
/ Massachusetts, p. 6--- 1 
J2. Babson, John J.: History of Gloucester L1assachusetts, ~~~~~ ~ - p. 32 -, ' 
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1 the ship sailed away, thirty-two men were left behind in the / 
I II new country. 
. I 
/ In spite of the losses of the two previous years, three 
1
j 
vessels were sent forth in 1625. With a hope of success, a 
1 
change was made in overseers. Roger Conant, a man of good /1 
I 
I 
reputation, quiet and competent, was appointed overseer of 
the Cape Ann plantation by the Dorchester Company. But a I 
I
I change of management did not reSill t Sllcoessfully as far as the i 
fisheries were concerned. In addition to their own troubles 
/ at Cape Ann, the settlers were entangled in a quarrel with 
their neighbors in Plymouth. The Plymouth people had obtained 
a patent in 1623 to fish at Cape Ann. Upon their return to 
this place in 1625, they found that the stage and other works 
that were built the summer before had been seized by the 
captain of an English vessel. He stoutly refused to give up 
the stage, whereupon Captain Standish was ordered by Governor 
Bradford to retake the works. The affair was at the point of 
collision and bloodshed when, Conant and the master of another 
ship, interposed their good offices, with the result that the 
high-handed captain gave up his claim to the Plymouth works 
and used another stage.l 
The adventurers at Cape Ann were so greatly discouraged 
that by 1626 they dissolved the company on land and sold their 
1. Babson, John J.: History of Gloucester, Uassachusetts, 
p. 237 
r 
I 
I 
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I provisions and fishing apparatus. The "Fisher Plantation at ~~ 
Cape Ann" proved to be a failure both to the Plymouth fisher- 1 
I men and to the Dorchester Company. It proved a failure to 
I the Plymouth fishermen partly because they made so poor a 
I business of their fishing, partly because of the exorbitant 
p 
I 
I 
rates charged by English merchants for forwarding their goods. 
To the Dorchester Company it proved a failure partly for 
the same reasons, but principally because the spot originally 
chosen was a poor one for the establishment ot a new planta-
tion.1 This reason may seem strikingly inconsistent with the 
fact that the place is now one of the largest fishing centers 
on the American continent. Babson traces the cause of this 
failure to the attempt to combine fishing and planting. The 
season for the one was also the season for the other, "and he 
himself' shows why, for other reasons, the two pursuits were 
incompatible. First, that no sure fishing place in the land is 
fit for planting, nor any good place for planting found good 
for fiShing, at least near the shore; and secondly, rarely any 
fishermen will work at land; neither are husbandm~n fit for 
2 fishermen, but with long use and experience." 
Gradually Englishmen realized that the expectation of 
gaining vast wealth in these fisheries was not forthcoming. 
1. 
2. 
Adams, H.: John Hopkins University Studies, Vol. I, 
Article IV, p. 4 
Babson, John J.: History of Gloucester, Massachusetts, 
p. 40 
I 
I 
The colonists had all they could do to supply fish for their 
own consumption. An extremely small quantity was all that 
could be spared for export. 
These conditions existed in all the settlements which 
were waging a bitter struggle to maintain their existence on 
these shores. In the settlement of Cape Ann it was expected 
that the f1sheries would be their chief source of wealth and 
occupation. Their hopes were quickly shattered and the re-
maining colonists moved to Salem with the hope that agriculture 
would prove successful. 
The intense disappointment of Englishmen in regard to 
the fisheries was quickly manifested. When the news reached 
England of the failure of the colony at Cape Ann, the backers 
of this company would not readily accept defeat. They sent 
a boat containing salt and fishing supplies to Salem where 
the colonists had settled. Instructions were given to these 
inhabitants to continue the pursuit of the fisheries from this 
new settlement.l 
A depression of the fishing industry set in which was 
caused in part by the dispute over the monopoly of the industry, 
I itself. In the alarm which prevailed at this depression, the · 
merchants who had purchased the island of Monhegan, and had 
provided these ample accommodations, for the prosecution of 
1. Beer, G. L.: Origins of British Colonial System, 
1578-1660, p. 261 
I 
I 
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these adventures, sold their property and retired from the 
business.1 
Moreover, from 1620-1635 when the Plymouth Company's 
charter was finally surrendered, it formed a deterrent to 
private English interests.in the fisheries. This gave the 
colonists the opportunity to develop the industry for them-
selves and they were not slow to follow up their advantage. 
J1
1 
1. · MacFarlane, Raymond: A History of the New England 
I Fisheries, pp. 45-46 
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CHAPTER VI 
FISHING INDUS TRY AS A FACTOR. OF SETTLEMENT 
-- -===;;;;;;;;:;;;:.;.;:. 
Section!- Critical Period in !h! Fishing Industry 
The expectation of increasing English fishing as a 
result of the colonization of Maine and Massachusetts met with 
disappointment. Private English interests in the fisheries 
were transferred to Newfoundland. The colonies were left 
alone to wage their battle for existence on these desolate 
shores. Down to the year 1638, the fishing industry was 
carried on in a more or less desultory manner. The amount of 
home capital invested in the business was small, even in the 
aggregate. The returns from year to year were uncertain. 
Slowly and with steady perseverance, the colonists searched thei 
bays, creeks, harbors and seas for the piscatory wealth which 
was awaiting claim. Fishing stations were scattered along 
many miles of coast. Fishers' hamlets, with their great net-
reels and drying stages, were a familiar sight along the 
shores. There was no central supply station where boats might 
be fitted out, nor was there a distinctive shipping port to 
which products of the sea could be brought before being 
shipped to other countries. Men were beginning to see the need1 
li 
II 
j 
~T--
1 of greater capital invested in the industr.y, of central store-
~1 houses, and of more united action among the fishermen. Some 
i! began to foresee great possibilities both in development or 
1
J the fishing industry and in the consequent evolution of the 
,I 
lj scattered fishing stations into respectable, united settle-
! \ mente. 
'' One of the first individuals to advocate an increase of li 
1: 
II commerce and the fisheries through business enterprises was 
i1 the Reverend Hugh Peter. In 1635, he went about from place to il 
II 
\i place arousing men. in public and in private to a more generous 
li 
jj spirit for the general welfare. He was successful in raising 
!I a good sum of money "to set on foot the fishing business." He 
i! sent word to England asking that an equal amount be raised 
·I 
li there for the purpose. It was his purpose to set up a magazine[ 
1: 
1
1 of all provisions and other necessaries for fishing in order 
'~ li 
1\ that the fishermen might have a local supply of apparatus at 
li 
IJ a nominal cost. 
il others who brought goods over. from England charged exorbitant 
As matters then stood, the merchants and 
II ij rates for carrying freight between England and the colonies, 
)/ sometimes the cost of the goods being doubled in value by the 
I 
,: 
I' excess! ve charges of transportation. I li 
li 
t' 
By 1638, Massachusetts was well on the road toward control 
II of her fisheries, due to the financial assistance and protec-
li 
11 tion afforded by Reverend Hugh Peter and his associates. 
il 
II 
II 
II 
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Section II - Importance of Fisheries in the 
settlement of Plymouth ---
The work of preparation for extensive colonization was 
completed by the time the Pilgrims settled at Plymouth. The 
coa~ts had been fairly well-explored and carefully mapped out • 
. . 
Many headlands, bays and islands had already received names. 
The island of Monhegan was famous across the ocean as a fish-
ing station. The New England weather had been experienced by 
a band of explorers on the coast of Maine. Agents of trading 
companies had passed successive winters on the coast. The 
people of England had been informed of the advantages that the 
new country possessed. They knew of the illimitable forest 
with its splendid material for ships and spars for the royal 
navy. They had heard of the climate, the soil, the kinds of 
vegetation; their traders had brought back packs of fur, while 
the sassafras-root had entered their harbors by the boat-load. 
But more valuable .to them than all others were the fisheries. 
The ancient piscatory wealth of this region was something 
Which seems almost fabulous to the modern reader.1 
The prospect of quick returns from the fish and fur trade 
led English merchants to finance the venture of the Pilgrims. 
Adventurers and persecuted churchmen had learned of the 
I ! 1. Rantoul, RobertS.: Historical Collection of Essex 
,,,L.-,,--.,, _Institute, Vol. VI, No. 4 , ~-~~~,,,--·=~,==~-~-~=··---~-=~-
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I I marvellous wealth of the American 
! were taken in abundance with line and with net; they had seen 
these reports confirmed many times when the returning ships 
i! jl 
II 
anchored in their harbors deep-laden with cod. On many a fast · I 
day they had tasted with satisfaction the dishes prepared from I 
j fish that had been cured on the shores of Massachusetts. \ 
Dur- ~~~~ ! 
II 
II 
I 
' 
ing the long winter months, they had been fired with the zeal 
for this distant enterprise as the fishermen of London and 
Plymouth recounted their adventures or told of the wonders of 
the faraway land. Gradually the popular mind was prepared for 
emigration across the sea. The commercial and enterprising 
spirit of the merchant was moved to venture more capital, to 
risk life and fortune in the New World. When the days of 
religious persecution fell upon the people of England, they, 
who left their native land for the distant shores of Massachu-
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I· 
I 
I 
J setts had complete confidence that a comfortable living could 
I be obtained in their homes. 1 
I 
I i 
II 
I' II 
Ji 
I 
Settlements were beginning to be made in Massachusetts 
I 
for the purpose of carrying on the fisheries from fishing ! 
ij 
I 
stations located on the shores adjacent to the fishing grounds.i 
The successfUl establishment of the colony at Plymouth had a I 
direct bearing and influence on the further settlement within 
the .present limits of Massachusetts. When the fame of the 
Plymouth plantation was spread abroad in the west countries of 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
!I 
ii 
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England, merchants were aroused to undertake another settle- · 
ment on these shores. 
The attitude of the Pilgrims towards the fishing industry 
is not quite clear. The remaining records show that they did 
not seriously contemplate engaging in the fisheries. The 
attraction of the land across the sea and the profits arising 
from trade in fish and furs were well-known to the English 
wayfarers in Leyden. Moreover, the west countries of England 
looked to the American fisheries for a large part of their 
support. Every year the number of vessels sailing from Eng-
lish ports to fish at Newfoundland and on the coast of Massa-
chusetts was on the increase. It is interesting to note that 
when the agent of the Pilgrims went from Leyden in 1618, to 
secure the consent of King James I to the proposed settlement 
in America, the king asked, "What profit might arise?" The 
1 
answer was the single word, "Fishing." The records of the 
Pilgrims' soJurn at Cape Cod show that they were not only 
anxious to settle on the coast, but on such particular parts 
of it as would afford them the surest rewards for searching 
the seas. 2 
1. 
2. 
!shaw, Charles: The Fishing Question--Its Origin, 
History and Present SituGtion, 1882, p. 247 
Cheever, George B. : Journal .Qi. .:t..b...e. Pilf~rirnR 111 Plymouth, 
in New England in 1620, p. 5 
I 
j 
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It is an acknowledged fact that the Pilgrims were poor 
fishermen. They were not well-prepared tor fishing. Upon 
their arrival at Plymouth, they possessed neither boats, 
supplies, nor fishermen to engage in the fisheries. Moreover, 
they were out of the line of the cruising of the fishermen. 
The unskilled but un~aunted Pilgrims sometimes strove all day 
to get enough for their own consumption. Eventually, the 
salvation of the colonists rested upon the abundance of clams 
and other fish that were easily obtained. Although the re-
sults of their fishing were meager, it really was their only 
sustenance. In the "History of the Plymouth Plantation," the 
following comment is made: "Shell-fish was their living dur-
ing the summer time till God sent them better."1 I 
In the same year, 1623, Hubbard states, "it helped them j 
for to improve a net where they took a multi tude of bass, which: 
was their livelihood all summer."2 
I 
The bass is a fish not much: 
inferior to salmon that comes upon the coast every summer. 
Few countries have such an advantage. Yet, the bass fisheries 
have never offered a profitable venture for the European 
markets. 
Their attempts to engage in the fisheries as a business 
undertaking usually resulted disastrously. This fact is a 
1. 
1 
I 
-1- 2, 
I 
Bradford, ·;Villiam: History of Ply1nouth Plantation, (1620-1647), Vol. I., p. 16 
Ibid 
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I I 
significant commentary on the business ability of the Pilgrims I 
when it is remembered that at this time there were between i 
I 
forty and fifty vessels on the coast of Maine each year, making' 
i profitable trips in spite of having to sail thousands of miles i 
I 
I 
to the fishing grounds, whereas the Pilgrims might fish with- i 
in a few miles of their settlement.1 The lack of success in 
its fisheries at Plymouth is still more emphasized when con-
/J trasted w1 th the success soon to be established by the llassa-
1 chusetts Bay Colony--a success that made the fisheries for 
.I 
one hundred fifty years the "cornerstone of New England pros-
per! ty. n2 
When the summer of the first year ha·d passed and the 
lj colonists began to gather the small harvest that rewarded 
II 
i 
i their. 
j 
i 
I 
labors, part of their number "were engaged in fishing, aboute 
codd, and bass, and other fishe, of which they took a good 
store, of which every family had their portion."3 There was 
no want during the summer. As winter approached, an abun-
dance of wild turkey, deer and other game were found in the 
forest. In 1621, Edward Winslow wrote: "For fish and fowl 
we have a great abundance. Fresh cod in the summer is but 
poor meat with us. Our bay is full of lobsters all summer, 
and affordeth variety of other fish. In September we oan take 
a hogshead of eels in a night, with small labor and can dig 
I 
I 
1. UacFarlane, Raymond: 
p. 39 
The Fishing Industry of New England, i 
I 
2. Ibid 
3. Mourtp1Geor~g: Relation of the Beginning and Proceedings . _________ on ymou 1,, P•2$T.i,, . _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ .. ____________ _ -1~ 
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them out of their beds all winter. We have mussels and others 
at our doors. Oysters we have none near, but can have them 
I
I,' brought by the Indians when we will."1 Such a report leads 
one to believe that there was little suffering from lack of 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
J/ 
I 
I 
t 
I 
provisions during the second winter. 
In the following May, the Pilgrims were in hard straits 
again, being without means for supplying their needs. For-
tunately for them, one of the fishing boats of Weston, who was 
engaged in fishing on the coast of Maine, came into the har-
bor bringing seven more colonists, but no provisions. The 
newcomers reported that thirty English vessels were at Monhe-
gan. Immediately, Edward Winslow was dispatched to secure 
means for relieving the famished colonists. The fishermen had 
/ no provisions to sell, but, with a generosity characteristic 
I of fishermen, they freely contributed such provisions as they 
,,, 
could spare for the relief of their fellow countrymen. 
I During the next summer, Captain Levett of England, while 
I visiting the Sheepscot waters found seven crews plying their 
'I vocation. At that time it is likely that more than fifty 
I English vessels came regularly to the Maine coast. The bays 
I and harbors of Maine were centers of remarkable activity. 
I 
1 These facts indicate that the fishing industry off of our 
I 
ll shores was an important source of revenue to Europe at a time 
II 
I! 
II 
l
jl. '.Vinslow, Ed\'mrd: Relation, Series I, Vol. VIII, 
J p. 242 ff. 1 
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I 
I
' when the foundations of wealth were by no means as deep and 
massive as they are now. 1 
I 
One wonders why the Pilgrims could not secure a good 
1
1 living, when nature provided so bountifully with her products 
II of the sea. Edward Winslow has offered a definite reason in 
I defense of his fellowmen: "For though our bays and creeks 
II 
II 
are full of bass and other fish, yet, for want of fit and 
I strong seines and other netting, they, for the most part, 
I 
j, 
ll 
!j 
i 
I 
:j 
l 
brake through, and carried all away before them. And though 
the sea was full of cod, yet we had neither tackling nor 
hawsen for our shallops. And, indeed, had we not been in a 
place where divers shell-fish are, that may be taken with the 
hand, we must have perished unless God had raised some un-
2 
known or extraordinary means for our preservation." 
I 
I 
II 
'I !i 
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ll 
Weston was actively engaged in the fisheries. He attempt-li 
ed the settlement of a colony at Weymouth, a few miles north / 
of Plymouth, but the attempt was a failure. His colonists I 
I 
I 
l 
dwellings, scattered up and down the coast in small groups, 1~ and were reduced to extreme want. Captain Standish, with some . 
men from the Plymouth Colony, was sent to the relief of 
He found them in a wretched condition and 
Levett, Christopher: A Voyage Into New England, p. 90 
Winslow, Edward: Relation, Series I, Vol. VIII, 
pp. 246-247 
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11 offered to take them back to Plymouth. 
.! 
They preferred to 
attempt to reach England by going to the coast of Maine, then 
j to hire out as fishermen on some vessel, and to return to 
I 
II their homes with the return of the vessel. This shows the I I; 
II 
:I 
widespread fame of the fishing industry off of the Maine coast /, 
.1)!11 
II 
,! The Pilgrims had but one boat left and that was poorly . j, ~I 
/I 
il 
,, 
' 
I 
fitted. This, with a net they had bought, was the principal 
means for seauring a livelihood. The colonists welcomed the 
ship ttAnne" which arrived in Plymouth Harbor the following 
July, 1623, bringing supplies and an addition of sixty 
1· colonists. 
I 
Within ten days there appeared a fine new pinnace 
i of forty-four tons, built by the Company, to be maintained 
)I 
tl 
'I I 
I 
I, 
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I 
Fishermen, also, had j in the Colony for the use of the people. 
/J been sent. 
'i 
I 
Misfortune and disaster accompanied this pinnace. 
It was poorly manned, and the seamen refused to trade or to 
fish unless they were placed on wages instead of shares, the I 
terms on which ther had come. When these terms were conceded, I 
I 
the boat was sent around the Cape to trade with the Narragan-
sett Indians. The voyage was a failure, the boat being nearly 
wrecked on its return. 
In March of 1624, the boat newly rigged, was sent east-
ward to fish. Until this time, the Pilgrims had given no 
particular attention to the fisheries. A ship was then sent 
out from Plymouth Colony to erect salt works and a fishing I 
I 
i 
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stage at Cape Ann. 1 It was here that the Plymouth colonists 
learned the rudiments of fishing and the curing of fish. With-
in a few short years, they had mastered the art and took equal 
rank among the hardy skippers and sharesmen who have made the 
cod-fisheries famous. 
The ill-fated pinnace "Anne" was driven upon the rocks 
at Damarill's Cove in a storm and sank to the bottom. There 
the boat remained for a year when, at the instance of some 
fishing master, it was raised by the use of many empty casks, 
/which being fastened to the boat at low water, buoyed it 
I 
! enough at high tide to enable the carpenters to take it to a 
I 
1 convenient place to make the needed repairs. It cost a great 
I 
11 deal of money. "As she proved a chargeable vessell to ye poor 
2 l plantation they sent her back to England." 
I 
I Section III - Salem ' /I I 
I The fishing industry was more successful in other parts 
1l Massachusetts. 
of! 
I 
II 
·I 
i, 
Salem. When the discouraged settlers left the rocky cape with !J 
their fishing apparatus, cattle and tools in 1626, Roger Conant II 
Cape Ann proved to be the stepping stone to 
found for them a new and safer abode a few miles to the south-
!I 
II 
il west at a place called Naumkeag. The Reverend John Ylhi te was 
II i! 
il 
li 1 · 
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li 
i! 2. 
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Low, D. W.: Pioneer Industries of Essex County--Planting I 
and Fishing, p. 9 II 
Bradford, William: History of Plymouth Plantation, p. 188 l 
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1/ a great asset to the perpetuation of the new colony by keep- II 
1/ ing up a lively interest in the Dorchester adventurers.l Afteril 
/1 they had settled at Naumkeag he wrote encouragingly to them j' 
!I and sent advice for them to remain there. The leadership of j 
1: the colony passed into the bands of Endicott who changed the 
'I I, 
/! name of this settlement to Salem. This humble overseer of 
rl :fisheries, a pious, sober and prudent man, was a pioneer in 
establishing the fisheries in the New World. 
i 
•, 
I 
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I Section IV - Isles ~ Shoals 
I 
!j 
!J 
!I 
il 
il r J 
II has been referred to in the previous chapter. 
,, 
The fame and widespread importance of the Isles of Shoals !I 
The Isles of 
I' 
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l 
Shoals is one of the very few fishing settlements that did not 
experience severe depression about the year 1637. Business and 
exceptional activity continued. It is a fact of outstanding 
interest that fishing was the only business carried on there. 
Agriculture was not attempted for many years. Commerce was 
pursued there, but, it was intimately woven in the close fabric 
of the fisheries. On account of the licentious course of the 
I fishermen, women were not allowed on the islands for some time. ,, 
(I 
li A most interesting story is found in the old records. 
j; 
1
1 
"In March, April, May and half June, here is cod in abundance. 
!I I: Young boys and girls, savages or any other, be they never such 
i' 
li 
II 
I! 1. Babson, J.: History of Gloucester, Llassachusetts, p. 565 
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idle may turn, carry or return a fish, without either shame or )I 
l 
1 any great pain. 
i He is very idle that is past twelve years of 
' 
age and cannot do so much, and she is very old that cannot 
spin a thread to make engine to catch a fish."1 
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Newf'ound-/1 
The codfish caught in the seas about the islands were 
larger and finer than those brought from the Banks of 
land. The enormous piscatory wealth of this region was fairly 
well understood and the settlers took advantage of it. 
Many merchants of Ipswich and Marblehead had fishing 
stations at the Isles of Shoals. Francis Wainwright, Thomas 
Bishop, Thomas Wade and others established themselves on the 
celebrated Isles because a large fishing business existed 
I 
il 
'I there. 2 
The Isles of Shoals enjoyed in their climate a 
advantage over other parts of the New England coast 
il 
very marked il 
in the 
IIi curing of their fish for the market. The dryness and solu-
1· bili ty of their atmosphere enabled the fishermen to prepare 
11 by a process of' alternate drying and sweating, without salt, 
II 
' the famous dun fish, which could not be rivaled elsewhere. 3 
I 
I 
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Section y - Massachusetts Bay Colony 
The promoters of' the Massachusetts Bay Colony intended 
Jenness, H. S.: Isles of Shoals, p. 155 
Baxter, J.P.: The Trelawny Papers, (Docwnentnry 
of Maine), p. 2? 
Jenness, H. S.: Isles of Shoals, pp.55-56 
p 
0~~,~~=.~-· ... 
li 
r II 
,: 
I· 
ii 
II 
I• 
1: i: 
to profit by the disastrous experiences of many of their 
kinsmen on these shores. In a letter of instructions to 
Governor Winthrop written from London in 1629, it was ordered 
that a storehouse be .built for shipwrights and their provis-
ions, and that a responsible person be selected to have the 
1
) matter in his special charge. In that same year, salt and 
II apparatus for fishing were sent here. Governor Winthrop took 
1 
an active interest in the fisheries from the very beginning. 
i 
I 
II I The Reverend Francis Higginson has left a glowing account il 
I or the treasures of the sea as found in Massachusetts Bay. ~~ 
I
I "The abundance of sea-fish are almost beyond believing, and 1
1 
!I 
.1 sure I would scarce have believed it, except as I had seen it IJ 
I with my 'own eyes. I saw great stores of whales and grampusses, Jl 
j and such abundance of mackerel that it would astonish one to II 
behold, likewise codfish in abundance on the coast, and in 
their season are plentifully taken. There is a fish called 
bass, a most sweet and wholesome fish as ever I did eat; it is jl 
i 
I 
altogether as good as our fresh salmon, and the season of their: 
coming was begun when we first came to New England in June, 
and so continued about three month's space. Of this fish our 
fishers take many hundreds together, Which I have seen lying 
on the shore, to my admiration: yes, their nets ordinarily 
1 
take more than they are able to haul to land, and for want of 
II 
Beer, G. L.: Origins of British Colonial System, 
(1578-1660), p. 34 ,~11, 
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boats and men they are constrained to let many go after they 
have taken them, and yet sometimes they fill two boats at a 
time with them. And besides bass, we take plenty of soots 
and thornbaoks, and abundance of lobsters, and the least boy 
in the plantation may both catch and eat what he will of them. 
For my own part I was soon cloyed of them, they were so great 
and fat and luscious. I have seen some myself that have 
weighed sixteen pounds, ~s they assure me. Also here is 
abundance of herring, turbot, sturgeon, mussels and oysters. 
Others have caught, at diverse times, so great lobsters as 
have weighed twenty-five pounds.n1 
Section !! - Ipswich 
Ipswich was the most picturesque fishing town for many 
miles on the coast. Net reels, fishing stages and salt vats 
formed the nucleus of this quaint background. 
The river was a busy place with the coming and going of 
!ishing craft and larger vessels that carried fish, pipe 
starch and lumber to foreign. ports. Moses Pengry had a ship-
yard on the river bank. Edward Randolph wrote to England that 
ship-building was an extensive industry here. As early as 
1652, Deacon Moses Pengry had his salt pans and works for the 
manufacture of salt from sea water. 
1. Higginson, Francis: An Account of a Voyage to Uew England 
p. 21 
l 
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. William Paine built the first Wharf at Ipswich in 1641; 
the town wharf was constructed in 1656. 
The townsfolk encouraged fishing by setting apart the 
whole of the famous Neck for fishing. The fishermen there 
were to have the liberty to enclose it from the other Neck. 
It was agreed that every boat that came to fish there should 
have sufficient room to make their fish in, as also every boat 
gang should have liberty to break up and plant an acre of 
ground which they could enJoy during the pleasure of the Town. 
Every boat's crew that came to fish there was allowed room for 
their stages and the privilege of building houses for their 
convenience While engaged in fishing. 1 
The trade of the colony became extensive during the last 
half of the seventeenth century. The names of some of the 
most important and successful fishermen have been preserved. 
The most outstanding of these are Thomas Harris, Richard Gross, 
Robert Knight and Daniel Ringe.2 
The early history of the Plymouth colonists would have 
been considerably altered if the insistent demands of the 
colonists had been accepted. In the "Journal of the Pilgrims 
at Plymouth in New England in 1620", we see that some colonists 
wanted to move to Ipswich because "they heard the fishing and 
1. Waters, T. F.: Ipswich In the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
p. 7 
2. Ibid, p. 12 
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sailing is better there and therefore it might be more bene-
ficial to move there." Bad weather and the severity of the 
storms forced them to remain at Plymouth. 1 
Massachusetts strengthened its grasp on the fisheries 
until, by 1660, they were entrenched far too strongly to be 
dislodged. England had definitely lost economic supremacy 
in her great Massachusetts fisheries. 
1, Cheever, G. B.: Journal of the Pilgrims~ Plymouth In 
~ England, p. 40 
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CHAPTER VI I 
~ORGANIZATION~ REGULATION QE·~~F~IS~H~I~N~G INDUSTRY 
Section I - Organization 
The fisheries were considered public property, and were 
generally leased to individuals for the benefit of the colony, 
or of particular towns. The subject of "rents and profits" is 
continually referred to in the records, and orders to grant 
leases to petitioners, or to protect lessees in the enJoyment 
of the privileges stipulated in the covenants with them, are 
of frequent occurrence. 
In 1635, the General Court of Massachusetts appointed a 
commission consisting of Mr. Thomas Dudly and five others to 
have in charge the setting forth and management of the fish 
trade, all charges of the commission to be allowed.out of the 
fishing stock. Three years later, in 1638, the Court allowed 
the commission the sum of 100 lbs., 16s., 3d. to make up for 
the loss which followed from the governmental management of 
the fishing industr.y.1 
The mackerel fishing at Cape Cod was held by the govern-
ment of the Colony of Plymouth as public property, and its 
1. Massachusetts Colonial Records: Vol. I, p. 23 
I 
I. 
I 
profits were appropriated to public uses. The records show 
that it was rented from time to time to individuals who paid 
stipulated sums, and that a part of the fund to support the 
first free school established by the Pilgrim fathers was 
derived from it. 1 
Section 1! - Legislation 
Measures were taken at an early date to regulate the 
fisheries, and in several instances, to promote the industry 
by the passage of favorable legislation. 
The first measure for the protection of the infant indus-
try in Massachusetts was passed by the General Court, May 22, 
1639. "For the further encouragement of men to set upon fish-
ing," it was ordered that all vessels and other property em-
ployed in taking, curing, and transporting fish, according to 
the usual course of fishing voyages, should be exempt from all 
duties and public taxes for seven years; that neither cod nor 
bass should be used for manuring fish; and that all fishermen, 
during the season for their business, as well as ship-carpen-
2 ters, should be exempted from military training. 
Governor Winthrop states that the order was not passed to 
encourage foreigners to engage in the fisheries among them, 
1. Sabine, Lorenzo: Report on the Principal Fisheries of the 
American Seas, p. 178 
2. Massachusetts Colonial Records, Vol. I, p. 158 
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for the gains then would be returned to the place where the 
promoters dwelt, but to encourage their own people to develop 
the industry. The same year a fishing trade was commenced at 
Cape Ann by Mr. Maurice Thompson, a London merchant. The 
people of Massachusetts hoped that Mr. Thompson would come to 
settle with them, but there is no record that he availed him-
self of the measure of encouragement passed by the General 
Court, or that he ever came in person to Cape Ann. Evidently, 
his business was carried on at Cape Ann, and some stages were ' 
built there in 1639. 
The English fishermen who visited Richmond's Island in 
1633 had neither respect nor regard for the rights of the 
settlers. The irregular and licentious course of these fish-
ermen upon the· coast had been stated in terms of earnest com-
plaint by Governor Bradford. John Winter, Who managed the j 
plantation at Richmond's Island for Robert Trelawny, sent num-/ 
erous letters to his employer complaining of the existing 
abuses. In July, 1633, he made the following complaint: "You 
are nothing at all better for a pattern for a fishing place 
here, if another shall take it from us at their pleasure, and 
it makes him unwilling to take any more fish than they shall 
use themselves."1 
A feeling of resentment which evolved into intense 
1. Baxter, James: The Trelawny Papers (Documentary History 
of the State of Maine), Vol. III, p. 27 
bitterness became characteristic of the colonists in their 
attitude towards English fishermen. These fishermen on the 
coast of Maine were often ruthless and reckless in their 
occupation. They destroyed a vast amount of valuable timber 
and wasted the forests on the shores. In addition, they ac-
quired the habit of carelessly packing and curing their fish. 
These abuses were particularly evident at Pemaquid which had 
become the principal plantation between the Kennebec and the 
Penobscot. It had become famous as a great fishing mart and 
place of shelter for vessels passing to and from the French 
and English settlements scattered along the coast. 
In order to correct the abuses practised here, the coun-
try court, in 1652, uses to direct and appoint proper officers 
to inspect the packing and curing of fish, and to conserve the 
wealth of timber which was being so ruthlessly drained.1 
Public interest in the fisheries of Massachusetts was 
further manifested in 1641. It was ordered by the General 
Court that fishermen should be served first at the weire and 
that they should have this bait at the same rate at which 
others secured it. 
By another act, a fishing station was established at 
Nantucket, and inducements were offered to the inhabitants of 
Hingham and other places to remove to the new station. Store 
1. Colonial Laws of Massachusetts (1641-1672), 
(Rockwell and Churchill edition), p. 70 
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room for stages and flakes was to be furnished, while for 
every boat used in fishing, four acres of upland were allowed 
the owner, with a portion of meadow for the fishermen who 
owned cattle. 
The fisheries were the most important industry of Old 
Ipswich. It was encouraged by the Statute of 1639 which en-
acted that all vessels and other property employed in taking, 
making and transportation of fish be exempt from duties and 
public taxes for seven years, and that all fishermen during 
the season of business be exempt from military duty, "the 
men of the town turned vigorously to this promising employ-
1 
ment." 
Previous to 1650 the people of Hull were allowed to 
seine first at Cape Cod; but some irregularities having oc-
curred, the Plymouth court passed an order of interdiction, 
and limited the fishing there to persons belonging to the town 
of Plymouth, Duxbury, Nauset, under restrictions ·intended to 
insure an "orderly course in the management of it."2 
Subject to continual annoyance and interruption by the 
fishermen of Massachusetts, the court, i~ 1668, direct~d that 
a communication should be sent to the government of that 
colony "to request them to take some effectual care for the 
1. Waters, T. F.: Ipswich in lin.ssachusetts Bay Colony, p.l6 
' ' 
2. Population and Resources of Cape Cod, pub. by Department 
':· .. ·. · .• ; I' 
of Labor and Statistics, p. 42 · ·· 
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restraint of this abuse, as much as may be." 
That the business of fishing in Plymouth was prosecuted 
with success is evident from the fact that in 1660 the 
commissioners of the colonies of New England recommended to 
the general courts of the Confederacy to regulate it, "con-
sidering that the fish is the most staple commodity of the 
1 
country." 
As the fisheries developed more legislation regarding the J 
industry became necessary. The acts were passed very gener- / 
ally for the encouragement of the men engaged in the enter-
prise, but sometimes repressive measures had to be enacted. 
As I have already mentioned, frequent depredations were com-
mitted by foreign fishermen who took wood and timber along the 
coast where it was most convenient for them. The inhabitants 
of Marblehead petitioned for redress. Accordingly, the 
General Court made it unlawful for any person, whether a fish-
erman or not, to enter upon land and to take wood or timber; 
but fishermen who were in that Jurisdiction could use harbors 
and adJoining lands in the process of drying their fish, and 
also take what timber was necessary for firewood where it 
could be spared, upon making due payment to the owner.2 
1. 
2. 
The colonists were benefitted by the check which the 
Sabine, Lorenzo: 
Waters, T. F.: 
p. 26 
Report on the Fisheries, p. 179 
Ipswich in the Uassachusetts Bay Colony, 
near future. 
I 
I 
I 
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CHAPTER VIII 
INDUSTRIES CLOSELY ALLIED ~ FISHING INDUSTRY 
Section ! - Shi~-buildins 
During the first half of the seventeenth century the 
fishing interests of Massachusetts Bay grew into importance 
beyond all other industries. All business enterprises were 
affected by the fisheries. After the cessation of British 
immigration to New England with the overthrow of the Stuart 
monarchy, the people centered their attention upon fishing 
to secure cargoes for their outgoing vessels, and in ship-
building, to provide ships to carry the cured products of the 
sea to the markets of Europe and the West Indies. 1 
Although the colonists have left us many representations 
of their personal and household belongings, there is no pic-
ture left by them of the rig and appearance of their earliest 
small fishing boats. In their correspondence, we find refer-
ences and vague descriptions of their ships. 
The first boat used by the settlers was a wooden canoe, 
made by the Indians. John Josselyn described the Indians' 
pursuit of the fisheries as follows: "Their fish follows in 
1. MacFarland, Raymond: The Fishing Industry of New England, 
p. 64 
I 
i 
the spring, summer, and fall of the leaf. Ships they have 
none, but do prettily imitate ours. In these they swim to sea, 
twenty, nay forty miles, keeping from the shore a league or 
two. nl 
In Massachusetts, the trunks of large trees were hollowed 
out. In Maine, these boats were constructed by fastening 
strips of birch bark on to light wooden frames. The majority 
of the canoes held four or five men, yet, larger ones were 
built which held from twenty to forty men. 
These boats, called shallops and pinnaces, were employed 
in shore fisheries, until the colonists had boats constructed 
for the purpose. The sea-going craft of the day were of the 
caravel type, not differing gr.eatly from the vessels employed 
by Columbus. In these ships the bows and sterns were con-
structed high above the waist line; the hull was not deep. 
Consequently so much superstructure erected on a moderate-sized 
hull rendered the vessel unseaworthy in windy or stormy wea-
ther, and of little use in making headway against adverse winds 
For deeper sea fishing, the "catch", or "ketch", was 
employed. These boats were round at both ends. The first 
ketches had but one mast amidships with a square sail suspended 
to it cross-wise of the boat. The "Sparrow Hawk" was a typical 
! ketch. This type of boat was unsuited to economy in sailing 
1. Josselyn, John: Account of Two Voyages ~ New England, 
(Smithsonian Contribution to Knowledge), Vol. XXV, p.279, 
I 
I 
I 
along the New England shores where the winds were so variable. 1 J. 
ji 
The settlers immediately realized the necessity of build- I 
I 
I ing stronger boats which could stand the buffeting of the 
I 
I 
fierce north-easters and the variable winds off of the New 
England coast. 
I No sooner had the settlers of the Sagadahoc colony landed, I 
than the work of constructing a vessel 
through the cold and stormy winter the building of the craft 
went on. In the spring it was completed, launched, and fitted 
for sea. This pinnace, called the "Virginia", was the first 
ocean-going vessel built in New England. Although these col-
onists failed to establish a permanent colony, they laid the 
foundation of a maritime business on this continent which has 
been a marked factor in its development and power. 
At Plymouth, boat-building began in 1624. The type of 
vessel built by the Pilgrims was called "lugger." It was a 
small boat, often constructed by the settler in his barn or I 
shed during the winter season and hauled to the shore for laun~ 
ing by yokes of oxen. The first boat built by the Pilgrims was j 
I 
a barque of but forty or fifty tons, and the cost was estimated! 
I 
at only two hundred pounds; y;t, there were thirteen owners and j 
a building committee of four. The name of the boat has not 1 
1. Hall, Henry: Report .2E Ship-Building Industry of U • .§.., 
lOth Census, Vol. VIII 
2. Ibid 
I 
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been preserved. 
Iri Massachusetts Bay Colony, John Winthrop realized the 
need of larger boats in order to prosecute the fisheries. He 
strengthened the foundation of a ver.y important industry when, 
on the Fourth of July, 1631, he launched on the Mystic River, 
a vessel of sixty tons, which he called the "Blessing of the 
Bay." This boat was provided wi.th two unsupported masts, each 
carrying a large square or lug sail. This was the first of a 
long line of vessels built by these colonists designed for 
fishing, for trading voyages along the coast, and for commerce 
with far-off countries. It opened up trade with the Dutch on 
the Hudson and maintained intercourse with other parts of 
Massachusetts Bay. 
In addition to shallops and pinnaces, the kind of craft 
most generally in use by the early colonists, the fishermen and 
merchants began to build more sea-worthy boats. A vessel was 
built in Boston in 1633, called the "Trial." Three years 
later, a boat of one hundred twenty tons was built by the 
people of Marblehead. Salem followed with one of three hundred 
tons in 1640, and with another in 1642.1 In February, 1642, I 
II Gloucester became an incorporated town. ·It is an interesting 
I 
fact that within the first year of its incorporation, Glouces- I 
ter built its first vessel. 
1. Sabine, Lorenzo: Report on the Principal Fisheries of 
the American Seas, p. 119 
I 
I 
i! 
li_ 
By 1650, the vessels of Massachusetts were to be seen all 
along the coast. They carried the bulk of the export cargoes. 
This industry, so dependent upon fishing, experienced the same 
. 
periods of fluctuation as the fishing industry. Although it 
was very slow in starting, it gathered momentum and became a 
profitable industry. A steady pursuit of the fisheries by the 
colonists after loosening the ties that held them in close 
relationship with England, resulted in a great advancement in 
ship-building. 
So steadily were the fisheries pursued by the people of 
New England in general and of Massachusetts in particular, that 
an English writer of high authority wrote: "New England is the 
most prejudicial plantation in the kingdom." The reason given 
was because "of all the American plantations, his Majesty has 
none so apt for building of shippers as New England, nor any 
comparatively so qualified for the breeding of seamen, not only 
by reason of the natural industry of that people, but princi-
pally by reason of their cod and mackerel fisheries; and, in 
my opinion, there is nothing more prejudicial, and in prospect 
more dangerous, to any other kingdom, than the increase of 
shipping in her colonies, plantations, or provinces.n1 Year 
I after year the two industries developed side by side, for more I' 
,I 
'I 
than a century, until the time came when in each industry the 
1. 
I Elliott, C. B.: The United States and the Northeastern j 
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Section 1! -Agriculture 
New England colonists surpassed the Mother country. 
The sight of the beautiful cornfields of' the Indians en-
couraged the new settlers in Massachusetts to turn their atten-JI 
tion to the occupation of tilling the soil. Success in this j 
I 
pursuit was not immediately forthcoming. The Indians divulged j 
to the white men their secret for attaining good crops. Fish, )1 
I caught in the surrounding rivers, furnished a fertilizing ele- I 
I ment for the soil. Eagerly, the early settlers followed the I 
1 example of the Indians. In early accounts of the settlements / 
l
i the chroniclers speak of the soil being "fished but every third! 
I 
1! year" 
1 
and "of striking at every plant of corn a herring or 
I two." 
I 
/! 
It is an acknowledged fact that the fishermen were hardy 
and strong--a superior class of men who were ready to brave the 
severest storms and exposures of' the ocean in order to gain a 
II 
1/ living. In order to maintain their strength they had to keep 
I 
I, 
II , fit all year. II 
!II After intensive research and study in this sub- . 
'I ,, i; jj ject the Baron II 
"Long, cold winters forced the l 
de la Hontaine wrote of the close alliance be-
II l~,i tween agriculture and :tishing. n colonists to recognize the fact that grain must be produced to 
I 1: 2 I' 
1: obtain hop to make beer." This was of vital importance to thei 
r ,I 
l. 
2. 
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Rantoul, Robert S: Historical Collection of Essex Insti- )
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well-being of these men. Due to long continual experiences of 
a hazardous nature in battling for the safety of their little 
crafts, these men exposed themselves to such adventure that 
one would think they had little or no regard for their own 
life and safety. 
Fishing led the way, and agriculture followed with halting 
steps. 
Section III - Trade 
The fishing industry was a great commercial interest, but 
the fishing fleets from Europe almost monopolized it during the 
early years. In the course of time the colonists were in a 
position to trade with other colonies and with foreign coun-
tries. The course of trade was well fixed in its natural 
routes. The Dutch on the Hudson had been trading with the New 
Englanders. In 1634, Maryland sent a pinnace called "The Dove" 
to Massachusetts with a cargo of corn to be exchanged for fish / 
and other commodities of the northern colonies. Fish and furs 
1 fUrnished the most suitable articles of export. 
Out of the fisheries of the town of Gloucester grew a 
commerce with foreign countries and the surrounding colonies. 
The pioneer ship of the Dorchester Company was also the pioneer 
in a foreign trade from Essex County. In 1623, this ship 
1. Sabine 1 Lorenzo: Report££ the Principal Fisheries of ~ American ~' p. 121 
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sailed from Cape Ann with a full cargo for Spain, the first 
foreign shipment from an Essex county port. 1 
As early as 1634, a shipment of salt, furs, fish and 
lumber was exported to England from Massachusetts. The vessels 
brought back manufactured articles. 
Dried fish was the chief commodity carried out of Massa-
chusetts. John Winthrop estimated that the number of dry fish 
sent to market in 1641 numbered three hundred thousand. Cod-
fish was the truest basis of this commerce which soon came to 
2 include the West Indies, Africa and Southern Europe. 
Newfoundland proved to be a valuable trading country for 
the New England traders. It offered a market for the products 
of the northern and plantation colonies in exchange for fish 
or bills of exchange in London. The most important part of th 
trade was. the :tact ·that it furnished a suitable and continuous 
supply of immigrant labor, well adapted to the maritime activi-
3 
ties of New England. 
The illegal trade carried on between Newfoundland and 
Massachusetts was even more valuable than the trade above 
mentioned. Newfoundland was a convenient entrepot for the 
clandestine exchange of enumerated plantation commodities for 
foreign prohibited goods. A steadily increasing trade of this 
l. 
2. 
3. 
Babson, J.: 
Lounsbury, 
Ibid, p. 4 
History of Gloucester, p. 496 
R. G.: Yankee Trade At Newfoundland, Vol.. III 
lfo. IV, p. 2 
nature was carried on by New England men in ships from Boston, 
Marblehead, Gloucester, Salem and Newburyport. Their cargoes 
I 
consisted of fresh and salt provisions, hard liquor, live-stock;1 
lumber, ship and boat timbers, and building materials; casks, 
barrels, hogsheads, staves, headings and shoaks; some pitch, I 
tar and turpentine, and occasionally, ~ishing tackle. The New-
foundlanders welcomed this trade because the short voyage from 
Maine or Massachusetts enabled them to obtain supplies of fresh 
food which they did not raise themselves. 1 
Newfoundland was a small but profitable center of trade. 
This Yankee trade at Newfoundland was of great importance in 
the development of the northern island and its fishery. It 
played an active part in the evolution of English settlements 
there, and affected British plans for the improvement of trade 
and fishing. 2 
The best fish was sent to Europe where it found a ready 
market. "A T~e Relation Concerning the Estate of New England~ 
written in 1634, focuses light on the importance of commerce 
in regard to fishing. It reads: "Fish of these parts is no-
where excelled and brings into England yearly great store of 
ready money from France and Spain. Other commodities of the 
Plantation, except beaver, are not useful. The seas bordering 
1. Ibid, p. 6 
2. Ibid 
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the shore are full of Islands and plell tifully st<?red· with the 
best fish as cod,,hake, haddock, mackerel. There is no coun-
1 try greater stored of good harbors than is New England." 
There was another grade of fish exported called "core-
fish". This is fish which is salted without being dried. 
Fish of this quality was packed in casks and sent to the West 
Indies to be used iy the slaves. Provisions and lumber were 
also carried there. This trade was so important to the West 
Indies that if New England had stopped the trade there, a 
planta·t1.on would be hardly worth acceptance. 2 
It is difficult to find statistics of the fishing trade 
of this period which we can rely on as telling the whole story. 
References to this trade found in the early records provide 
sufficient evidence to show that the business was exceptional! 
active. 
Section IV - Salting Fish 
The fisheries created a demand tar salt. which was read-
ily supplied by evaporating sea water. The Reverend Francis 
Higginson commented that the country was of an excellent tem-
per tor making salt; "for since our coming our fishermen have 
1. A True Relation Concerning the Estate of New England, p. 6 
- ---- -- -- --
2. A Brief Review of the Rise and Progress, Services,Suffer-
ings of New England, Esnecially t1·1e Province of Uass. Bay 
==ill====="p~8_. 
~rought home very good salt, which they-found candied, by the 
standing of sea water and the heat of the sun, upon the rocks 
by the sea shore; and in divers salt marshes that some have 
gone to, they have found some salt in some places crushing 
under their feet and cleaving to their shoes."1 
In 1634, mention was made again of the practicability of I 
New England for the manufacture of salt. "It is most probable 
that salt may be made in New England, for the sun and weather \ 
are of sufficient strength to make it. And so large a tract 
of land and so full of marshes by the sea side cannot want 
2 
some grounds proper tor that use." 
In 1641, Mr. John Jenny was allowed certain privileges 
at Clarke's Island, to make salt, which he was to sell to the 
inhabitants at two shillings the bushel; "and the herring 
wear was let for three years to three persons, who are to 
deliver the shares of herrings, and to receive one shilling 
and sixpence the thousand for their trouble."3 
Still further to promote the manufacture of salt, the 
use of thirty acres of land, at the island, was granted in 
1642 "to the five partners for twenty years"; and about the 
1. Higginson, Franc is; An Account of n Voyn.0;e to Nev: 
England, p. 14 
2. A~ Relation Concerning the Estate of New England, p.9 
3. Williamson, W. D.: History of the State of Uaine 
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same time, leave was given to William Paddy and John Hewes to 
erect fishing stages at a place which yet retains the name 
ot "Stage Point.~ Along the shores of Cape Cod as well, salt 
1 Tats were a considerable source of revenue. 
Thus, the industries were closely allied and intrinsi-
cally dependent upon fishing. 
1. Bishop, J. L.: History of American Uanufactures, 
Vol. I, Chap. XIII 
SUMMARY 
The idea that our fisheries have no history is quite 
prevalent. The period between the discovery and settlement 
of America is regarded as an interval of non-activity. 
The fishing industry is of importance in the early his-
tory of Massachusetts because it enabled the French, the 
English and the Dutch to get footholds on the continent. We 
have seen that the fishermen were the pioneers of British and 
of French civilization. By their severe toils they taught 
other adventurers to the New World to rest their hopes of 
success on regular and useful employment and not on the vis-
ionary idea of gaining gold in great quantities. The inter-
course which they maintained between the two continents kept 
alive desires which otherwise might have become extinct. 
Scores of fishing vessels are recorded in the New England 
waters as having been fitted out for exploring purposes or as 
public ent~rprises. 
These toilers of the sea persevered when all others were 
defeated or discouraged. The arrival upon our coast of 
hundreds of fishing vessels gave rise to events of momentous 
consequence. 
France was directly indebted to her :fishermen :for the 
immense domain which she acquired on this continent. Infor-
mation obtained from the fishermen upon their return from 
these shores stimulated the enterprise. 
The failure of several attempts to found English colo• 
nies at Newfoundland hastened permanent settlement in the more 
genial regions of Maine and Massachusetts. 
Long before an Englishman had a home in America, a law 
was passed to correct the abuses on our fishing grounds. The 
fishery dispute was a direct cause of the fall of the Stuart 
monarchy and the untimely death of the king. The first seeds 
of uprising which gradually grew and blossomed forth into a 
revolution, were sown at this time. Parliament, after an 
·exciting and lengthy debate, broke down the company of court 
:favorites who claimed the monopoly of our seas; and asserted 
the principle of ":free fishing with all its incidents" as the 
right of any subject. 
We have seen that the way was paved :for the coming of 
the Pilgrims. Fishermen had explored and named the principal 
bays, mainlands, islands and rivers. The Indians, by means 
of their association with the :fishermen, were able to speak 
in English to the Pilgrims upon their arrival here. We have 
seen, too, that the strong and repeated declaration of Smith 
that "the waters of New England were richer, and its soil 
and climate were better adapted to husbandry than were those 
of Newfoundland", were known to the Puritans who bad a con-
trolling influence with other Englishmen whose thoughts were 
turned, by persecution or the love of adventure, to the 
northerly part of America. 
The close relationship between the fisheries and other 
industries has been of unmistakable evidence. Ship-building 
was a close second to the fishing industry. By steady per-
severance these colonists established themselves as the best 
ship-builders of all his Majesty's plantations. 
Previous to the development of our resources, the fish-
aries were the life-blood of our own commerce, not only with 
the mother country, but with every other people with whom we 
had lawful or illicit trade. The value of the lawful trade 
' 
with the West Indies and the illicit trade with Newfoundland 
cannot be over-emphasized. Europe, always presented a ready 
market for the fish caught off of our shores. 
The names of prominent and well-respected men are asso-
ciated with the fisheries. The Reverend Francis Higginson, 
Reverend John White, John Winthrop, Robert Trelawny, John 
Winters, Ferdinando Gorges and a host of others were closely 
connected with the fisheries of Massachusetts. With the aid 
--··------ -------------~=============== 
of these men, Massachusetts became, in the fisheries, the 
empire state of the colonies. 
The fisheries were to us what wool was to England, or 
tobacco to Virginia. It was the great staple commodity which 
became the basis of power and wealth. The importance of 
fisheries as ~ source of wealth is recognized by all civilized 
countries. The first product of American industry exported 
from Massachusetts was a cargo of fish. Simultaneous with 
the settlement of Massachusetts began the dispatching of 
cargoes of dried codfish to every country of Western Europe, 
as well as to the other American colonies. 
We have seen, too, that the General Court recognized the 
importance of the industry. On May 22, 1634, it passed an 
act exempting from all duties and public taxes, all estates 
employed in catching, making and transporting fish; while, 
under the same act, all fishermen during the ~eason for 
business and all ship-builders were excused from training. 
The fisheries produced a race of brave and hardy men who could 
man our ships, establish means of communication among colo-
nists, and maintain the independence of nations. 
As early as 1661 the codfish appears upon the corporate 
seal of the Plymouth Land Company, proprietors of lands on 
the Kennebec River. In this way, Massachusetts paid tribute 
-I 
I 
I 
in a very significant manner to the source of her earliest 
1 prosperity. 
1. Committee Of House Of Representatives: History Of The 
Emblem Of The Codfish In Hall Of House Of 
~~-= -- --- -- ---- --
Representatives, p. 16 
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